
 

 

 

MATLACHA HOOKERS  

GENERAL MEETING MINUTES 

March 8, 2021 

 

Call to Order by Madam DJ at 6:30pm 

Pledge of Allegiance led by Madam DJ 

Invocation by Anita Jannotti, Chaplain 

  

BOARD REPORTS  

Madam DJ Ruscik  

a) 50/50: Board recommended doing the 50/50 for the scholarship program. Theresa Kramer 

made a motion for the funds to go to the scholarship program and the motion carried.  

b) Fundraising:  

●      Fundraiser ideas for the general fund. DJ spoke about the need for the 

Hookers to have a general fund and gave an update on donations received from 

Facebook, Amazon Smile, and the Winn Dixie bags. DJ asked for any other 

suggestions to be submitted to the Board. 

c) Financial Requests:  

●      Pine Island Little League team or banner sponsorship. DJ stated that a request 

was received to sponsor a team or a banner, and we have donated in the past. 

Sponsoring a team is $600 and sponsoring a banner is $200. Lorie Tidwell made a 

motion to sponsor a banner and the motion carried.  

●      Easter Egg Hunt at the Moose Lodge. We typically donate $100 and the Board 

approved this amount again this year. Members can also make a personal 

donation of candy to the Moose. 

d) Board Members: 

●      Open Vice Madam position. DJ explained that the Vice Madam position is 

still open. She explained what the position does and asked for someone to step up. 

●      Open Director position. Natalie Gazda has resigned so this spot also needs to 

be filled. This position doesn’t oversee anything but attends Board meetings and 

general meetings and can help out with events as needed. 

●      Discuss non-full time residents being board members. DJ explained that we 

will discuss this topic for two months. Now that we can do online meetings, we 

can potentially have board members that are not full time Florida residents. DJ 



asked the group if there were part-time residents that would consider running for a 

board position. Joanne Correia made a motion to discuss revising the bylaws for 

the future even if someone doesn’t want to volunteer at this time. Billie Young 

commented that participation isn’t strong for go-to meetings, and volunteering is 

needed in person. Other commentary included limiting the number of board 

members that could be part-time residents and include that they have to be in FL 

at least five or six months a year, or that that a board member has to be a Florida 

resident but not necessarily in town full-time. Theresa Kramer commented that 

her and Lorie have been doing the elections each year and it is very hard to get 

people to step up and volunteer. Theresa believes an Officer needs to be in 

Florida, but perhaps a Director can be a part-time resident. Lorie believes that 

commitment matters more than location and that some part-time members are 

more active than full-time residents. It was estimated that 1/3 of the membership 

are part-time residents. The motion was tabled and will be discussed again at the 

next meeting. 

  

e) Girls Night Out. DJ discussed having a night out for members to be able to get together and 

socialize outside of general meetings. Discussion was had about appropriate timing, whether to 

wait until later in the Fall, and whether the event should be held outside. Concerns were that not 

all are currently eligible for the vaccine. A motion was made to move forward with having Girls 

Night Out in April. The motion carried. Four members opposed. 

  

Vice Madam, Membership  

a) Membership Report: There are 125 members, which includes 120 current members on the 

database and five new members in attendance at the meeting. 

b) Meeting Attendance: Attendance at the meeting is 40, including two on Go-To-Meeting  

c) New member swear-in: Five new members.  

d) Call Girls Thank You and next month’s volunteers: Thank you to Beth Nelson and Beth 

Sowers! Genie Andrews and Anne VanKirk volunteered for April. 

e) Birthday celebration! 

  

Secretary, Tara Efird  

a) Review and approval of general minutes. Linda Bohacek motioned to approve the February 

general meeting minutes. The motion carried.  

b) Online Votes. There were no online votes. 

c) Mail. A thank you letter from Dr. Millins, the Principal of Pine Island Elementary was read 

regarding the donation made to the teacher fund. 

d) Hooker Heralds - Submission deadlines for committee chairs 

●      March 7th - submissions due March 5th 

●      March 17th - submissions due March 15th 



●      March 30th - submissions due March 29th 

  

Treasurer, Terry Batdorf 

a)    Review and approval of financial reports  

November and December – Theresa Kramer went over the November and December 

2020 financials. All accounts balanced. Lorie Tidwell motioned to accept November 

financials. The motion carried. Theresa also went over December financials – all 

accounts balanced to the bank account. Jeannie Glen motioned to approve financials. The 

motion carried. 

  

Terry went over January financials. We brought in $2,200 into all accounts and we spent 

$2,000. All accounts reconciled to the bank account. Linda Bohacek motioned to approve 

the financials. The motion carried. 

  

b) Budget review – The 2021 budget is based on 2019 activity because 2020 isn’t a good 

template. Terry stated that the biggest change will be in the Wine Event because it was so 

successful. Financials will be posted on the website, and DJ reminded the group that all 

financials lag one month. The monthly banking cycle for the current month doesn’t leave enough 

time to reconcile prior to the general meeting. 

  

Chaplain, Anita Jannotti 

a.     Chaplin Report  

Anita requested a card shower for Pat Parlon who recently lost her son. Information will 

be in the Herald. 

b. Outreach Report. Two requests were received. One to help with a mortgage payment and 

another to help repair an electric line.  

  

EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES:  

1.Fundraisers 

  

a.     ArtFest Recap. In 2019, we received $4,400 in tips. In 2021, we received $1,400. Theresa 

and Lorie thanked the Hookers that volunteered, stating that several people worked double 

shifts. They explained that beverage sales were less than 50% of years past. In the past, there 

were eight or nine beverage stations, but this year there were only four. There was also a fee 

to enter the event, while it was free in the past. Overall, it was still a successful event. ArtFest 

has suggested that their $1,600 donation go to a scholarship instead of the PIE Art 

Department. A motion was made to donate $400 of our tips earned to complete a full 

scholarship. The motion carried. 

b.     Wine Event Recap. Joanne Correia recognized all those that worked the event, stating 

that  the event sold out. Joanne believes about $16,000 was grossed, with expenses still being 



calculated to determine how much we can give to the Beacon of Hope. Joanne is hoping to 

give the Beacon their money during the April meeting.  

c.     Bag ‘n Tag.   Details were given about the upcoming sort and what volunteering was still 

needed. DJ described the Bag ‘n Tag for new members and the setup of the event.  

d.     Scholarships. Chris Buntin stated that there are enough funds for seven scholarships. She 

reminded the group that the deadline for applications is April 2nd so the deadline for 

monetary donations is April 10th. 

e.     Merchandise Report: Jill Filgut gave a recap of earnings from recent events stating that 

$637 was earned at the Island Market and $795 was earned at the Wine Event. Jill gave an 

update of where the merchandise team would be selling next. 

f.      PIE Derby – DJ stated that a sponsor had already reached out for this year’s event. 

Planning will start in April, with the date to be announced at a later time. The event is 

tentatively scheduled for Sunday, November 7th at the Olde Fish House. DJ stated that the 

Derby takes a minimum of three people to co-chair and explained the event for all those not 

familiar.  

g.     IslandFest – DJ stated that the Pine Island Chamber of Commerce is giving us a table to 

sell merchandise and advertise the Matlacha Hookers, and is asking for volunteers for the 

event. Information and times were given. 

  

2. Community Support  

a) Adopt-A-Road. Lorie Tidwell stated that information about the next Adopt-A-Road would be 

in the next Herald. 

b) Blood Drive. DJ spoke about last month’s successful Blood Drive and how all spots were 

filled. 

g) Pine Island Food Pantry needs. Karen Durand stated that the need is still personal care items. 

  

  

OTHER:  

50/50 collected $180       Tonight’s winner: $90 – Michele King. 

Tonight’s donation to Food Pantry: $63 

Next Board Meeting: Monday, April 5th at Little Lily’s Deli 

Next General Meeting: TBD 

Meeting adjourned @ 8:06pm Tara motioned to adjourn and the motion carried. 

 


